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     Wow, the Fair is almost here and this year 
has gone by so fast! The Kickoff dinner was held 
and our CFO, Bill Rawlings, was awarded the 
Volunteer of the Year for 2019. It was an honor 
well deserved for all of his volunteer hours at the 
Fair and Museum.  

   This month has been the best Christmas in July 
ever as we have been notified of a $100,000.00 
check from our County Supervisor’s (Katherine 
Barger) Office, and a $100,000.00 check  from 
the City of Lancaster Mayor’s Office  (Rex Par-
ris). These checks will be presented during the 
groundbreaking at the Rural Olympics. Speaking of groundbreaking, the 
building pad has been excavated, filled and compacted by California Compac-
tion and they made quick work of it with their heavy equipment. What a great 
job they did! This means that the building will start as soon as the ground is 
cleared after the Fair.  A big “Woo-hoo” here! 

     Come in and see us at the Fair and please come to the Rural Olympics to 
support the Groundbreaking. There will be fireworks afterward! 

G. Simi, Chairman 

 

     Better late than never! Bill Rawlings presented G. Simi with the 2018 

AVRM Volunteer of the Year award at our last Board meeting on July 6, 

2019.  G was the Volunteer of the Year for AVRM, and was also nominated 

by the AVRM for the AV Fair Volunteer of the 

year which he was awarded with at last year’s 

kick-off dinner. 

     We have such an amazing, talented group of 

volunteer officers and directors at the Antelope 

Valley Rural Museum!  Everyone works hard and 

does a fantastic job in everything they do.  This is 

a great accomplishment to finally realize we will 

have a brand new building very soon!  

     Thank you to all of our donors for your contri-

butions—volunteer time, monetary donations and 

contributions of historical items. We couldn’t 

have done it without you, our members and the 

support of the AV Fair Association, Friends of 

the Fair, and the Rural Olympics Hall of Fame! 

 



 

Your AVRM Officers and Board of Directors help make everything happen!  A shout-out to the Board is definitely 

deserved. L to R: Dayle DeBry, Military/Aviation displays and Newsletter; Jerry Sterk, Ag & Dairy Research; Ruth 

Godde, Secretary; Barbara Sterk, Farm & Garden; Lynn DuPratt, Public Relations; John Knapp, Vehicle Mechanics; 

Kristi Word, Student Field Trips; G. Simi, Chairman; Jeff Godde, Ag Equipment; Dave Pickus, Vice-President; Luci 

Pickus, Volunteer Coordinator; Bill Rawlings, Treasurer; and Sheila Sola, Timeline Displays. Not pictured, Brandy 

Royce, Curator & Librarian.  
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REMEMBERING THE PAST 
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Above: 1934 Alfalfa Festival article from the Los Angeles Times newspaper. 
 

Photo below from Tom Shiokari (now deceased), colored by Earl Specht for a 
2008 ceremony at Lancaster Cemetery in honor of the Japanese farmers. 
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1932 Alfalfa Festival 
Los Angeles Times Newspaper 

1935 Alfalfa Festival Parade 
Los Angeles Times Newspaper 

September 10, 1950  
Antelope Valley Fair 

Los Angeles Times Newspaper 



 

Undated Rural Olympics photo taken by Frank  

Stubbings. Barbara Jones (now Sterk) with Miss Boron, 
Hazel Kostopoulous Logan. 

November 1941, Los Angeles Times newspaper photo. 

Lancaster Junior Woman’s Club. 

Fred Valentino—muleskinner—collected garbage at the 

AV FAIR with his “mule powered” wagon. 
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Website: www.avmuseum.org 

www.facebook.com/Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

Mailing address: 

AVRM 
P.O. Box 1316 
Lancaster, CA 93584 
 
Contact us:  
avmuseum@verizon.net 
 
Donate and pay dues via PayPal and  
credit card on our website 

ANTELOPE VALLEY RURAL MUSEUM  
GIFT STORE 

 
Annual membership dues  
Hats—all baseball hats (Members) 
Hats—all baseball hats (Non-members) 
Lancaster, CA Through Time               
History books—all books are priced at: 
   Images of America “Lancaster” 
   Images of America “Palmdale” 
   Legendary Locals of the AV 
   (Above AV history books signed by  
    Norma Gurba) 
    P-38 Lightning 
    Images of America “Edwards Air Force Base” 
    Arcadia California Dreamin’ Route 66 
 John W. Searles: CA Mining Pioneer             $27.00 
     
DVDs  Listed DVDs are priced at:                  $20.00 
    Jane Pinheiro Wildflowers NEW! 
    Yester Years—AV History 1876—1942 
     1987 Rural Olympics (narrated) 
     Evolution of the Rural Olympics book 

       (On DVD—Excel & Word Doc format)  
 

The AVRM is a 501(c)(3) public charity 
EIN: 27-1002922 

$20.00 
$10.00 
$15.00 
$25.00 

 
$20.00 

 
 
 

Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

P.O. Box 1316 

Lancaster, CA 93584 

DONATIONS 
Pickus Challenge 2019 
     Building Fund 
 
Honor the Past Plaques and  
Display Sponsorship 
(Custom laser cut wood plaques with 
Personal memorial or message)  
 
Bronze Sponsorship Donor 
Silver Sponsorship Donor 
Gold Sponsorship Donor 

$1,000 

 

$1,500 

$100 
$1000 

$10,000 


