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     The AV Fair opens TODAY, Friday, August the 
17th!  Holy Cow the Fair is NOW!  Thanks to all of 
you for your continued support of, and interest in the 
AV Rural Museum. The ten days of the fair offer an 
opportunity to see the museum at its best, and 
witness the fruits of your physical labors and/or your 
financial support.  
     There are several new displays and memorabilia 
items to see this year. Come – Visit - Join. Maybe 
something will inspire you to get involved as a 
member, volunteer, or donor if you haven’t already.  
     We exist and continue to grow solely because of 

the generosity of our donors and the dedication of our volunteers (over 27,000 
hours invested) 
      The PICKUS CHALLENGE 2018 is in full swing. For those who don’t 
know, David & Luci Pickus have challenged us all to match their $1000 
donation to the AVRM Building Fund. So far this year we thank repeat Pickus 
Challenge donors:  Betty Jo Love, Carman & Glenn Losey ($2,000 again this 
year), Larry & Kathy Rottman,  Jerry & Barbara Sterk, Bill & Pam Rawlings, 
and Lynn DuPratt, as well as first time Challenge donors, Chris & Lors 
Spicher. This money goes directly to our New Building Fund’, which as you 
probably know is now over $250,000.  We break ground soon after the Fair on 
Phase One of our new museum!  Now we begin to raise enough money to 
build Phase Two. 
     During the 2018 AV Fair we will also have a 50/50 Cash Drawing, 
as well as a RAFFLE for a beautiful rustic cedar wood bench which was 
handcrafted by local craftsman Ken Swapp, and donated by Ken & Debby 
Swapp to benefit our New Building Fund.  Tickets for both are one for $5 or 
five tickets for $20.  Winner need not be present. If you cannot come to the 
fair, purchase tickets on our website.   
     Our new AVRM publication LANCASTER CALIFORNIA THROUGH 
TIME makes its AV Fair debut this year.  The book was written by AV Rural 
Museum Members: Norma Gurba, Dayle DeBry, Karl Peterson, and Bill 
Rawlings.  All profits from this book also go directly to the AVRM New 
Building Fund.  Many other local history books are also available for 
purchase. 
     Finally, be sure to come watch the Rural Olympics at 6:00 pm, 
Saturday, August 25.  The roots of the AVRM go back to the Rural 
Olympics Hall of Fame which opened in 2005, and occupies about one 
fourth of the museum today. The Rural Olympics will be followed by a 
Fireworks Show. 
 
See you all at the Fair, 
 
Bill Rawlings, AV Rural Museum Finance Officer 

   



REMEMBERING THE PAST—ALFALFA FESTIVAL & PARADE 

 

 

 

 

1934 Alfalfa King 

 

 

 

 

 

1937 FAIR & ALFALFA PARADE 
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Constable Ed Cummings and Myrtie Webber 



                  

                   1939 ALFALFA PARADE 
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Left:  Womens Club float [as written on 

sign]. 

Below: Lancaster Grammar School—First 

place float. 

1939 

Left: Gilmore Circus vehicle with lion 

Below: AVJUHS parade float 



Website: www.avmuseum.org 

www.facebook.com/Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

Mailing address: 

AVRM 
P.O. Box 1316 
Lancaster, CA 93584 
 
Contact us:  
avmuseum@verizon.net 
 
Donate and pay dues via PayPal and  
credit card on our website 

ANTELOPE VALLEY RURAL MUSEUM  
GIFT STORE 

 
Annual membership dues  
Hats—all baseball hats (Members) 
Hats—all baseball hats (Non-members) 
NEW! Lancaster, CA Through Time               
History books—all books are priced at: 
   Images of America “Lancaster” 
   Images of America “Palmdale” 
   Legendary Locals of the AV 
   (Above AV history books signed by  
    Norma Gurba) 
    P-38 Lightning 
    Images of America “Edwards Air Force Base” 
DVDs  Listed DVDs are priced at:                  $20.00 
    Jane Pinheiro Wildflowers NEW! 
    Yester Years—AV History 1876—1942 
     1987 Rural Olympics (narrated) 
     Evolution of the Rural Olympics book 

       (On DVD—Excel & Word Doc format)  
 

The AVRM is a 501(c)(3) public charity 
EIN: 27-1002922 

$20.00 
$10.00 
$15.00 
$25.00 

 
$20.00 

 
 
 

Antelope Valley Rural Museum 

P.O. Box 1316 
Lancaster, CA 93584 

DONATIONS 
Pickus Challenge 2018 
     Building Fund 
 
Honor the Past Plaques and  
Display Sponsorship 
(Custom laser cut wood plaques with 
Personal memorial or message)  
 
Bronze Sponsorship Donor 
Silver Sponsorship Donor 
Gold Sponsorship Donor 

$1,000 

 

$1,500 

$100 
$1000 

$10,000 


